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webinars, electronic mentoring plat-
forms, and online toolkits to better
serve small businesses and entre-
preneurs across U.S. communities, in-
cluding the rural and underserved
areas.

Additionally, this bill would better
protect taxpayers’ dollars through
oversight mechanisms. Since 1964,
SCORE has helped over 11 million en-
trepreneurs to establish, expand, or
service a small business. Since the
COVID-19 pandemic began early 2020,
SCORE has seen a 30 percent increase
in demand for their services. Despite
challenges faced, 89 percent of SCORE
clients stayed in business throughout
2020.

In 2021, the SCORE chapter in Orange
County in my district helped start 269
new small businesses and create nearly
4,000 jobs. In 2019, prior to the pan-
demic, Orange County SCORE deliv-
ered 11,154 total services. In 2021, they
delivered 25,146 total services. This is a
125 percent increase and over double
the rate of pre-pandemic levels.

Thanks to the volunteers and men-
tors in SCORE, countless small busi-
nesses in my district have been able to
keep their businesses running and keep
their employees on their payroll.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague,
Representative CRAIG, for her partner-
ship on this. I urge all my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘yes” on H.R. 6450 and allow
SCORE to continue this public-private
partnership to support small businesses
across the country.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, small businesses con-
sistently highlight the importance of
resources to grow their business and
serve their communities.

The private sector driven SCORE
mentorship program is an important
tool for small businesses seeking as-
sistance and guidance during these
challenging economic times.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support H.R. 6450, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the SCORE program has
made good progress improving the
transparency, accountability, and effi-
cacy of their organization. Today’s leg-
islation builds upon that progress so
that a critical program can succeed
well into the future.

SCORE is unique among SBA’s re-
source partners in that they connect
clients directly with successful busi-
ness mentors who have firsthand expe-
rience and knowledge to help them
with their unique situations.

H.R. 6450 will expand SCORE’s ability
to reach more small business owners
and entrepreneurs, particularly those
in underserved and rural communities
while maintaining the program im-
provements SCORE has worked hard to
develop.
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Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
for their bipartisan support of the
SCORE program. I urge my colleagues
to vote ‘‘yes’’, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6450.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ONE STOP SHOP FOR SMALL BUSI-
NESS COMPLIANCE ACT OF 2021

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4877) to amend the Small
Business Act to require the Small Busi-
ness and Agriculture Regulatory En-
forcement Ombudsman to create a cen-
tralized website for compliance guides,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4877

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“One Stop
Shop for Small Business Compliance Act of
2021,

SEC. 2. CENTRALIZED WEBSITE FOR COMPLI-
ANCE GUIDES.

Section 30 of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 657) is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsections:

‘‘(e) CENTRALIZED WEBSITE.—Not later than
6 months after the date of the enactment of
this subsection, the Ombudsman shall main-
tain a publicly available website that in-
cludes—

‘(1) hyperlinks to small entity compliance
guides described under section 212(a)(1) of
the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996; and

‘“(2) with respect to each such small entity
compliance guide, the contact information
for an individual who can offer assistance to
small entities with respect to the rules that
are the subject of such guide.

“(f) REPORT ON AGENCY COMPLIANCE.—The
Ombudsman shall include in the annual re-
port required under subsection (b)(2)(C) an
assessment of agency compliance with the
requirements of section 212 of the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness
Act of 1996 for the year covered by such an-
nual report.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ) and the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. LUETKE-
MEYER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

_ GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?
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There was no objection.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4877, the One Stop Shop for
Small Business Compliance Act of 2021,
which will require SBA’s Office of the
National Ombudsman to maintain a
centralized website for regulatory com-
pliance guides.

Federal agencies are required by the
Small Business Regulatory Enforce-
ment Fairness Act to publish small en-
tity compliance guides for each rule re-
quiring a regulatory flexibility anal-
ysis.

These compliance guides are meant
to explain Federal rules in easy-to-un-
derstand terms for small businesses
and help them comply with Federal
regulations that protect our environ-
ment, health, and consumer safety.
However, small businesses do not al-
ways have the resources to navigate
multiple agencies’ websites to find
these guides.

H.R. 4877 will ensure the Office of the
National Ombudsman maintains an up-
dated centralized website containing
links to each agency’s small business
compliance guides and their relevant
points of contact.

This simple step will significantly re-
duce the administrative burden on en-
trepreneurs, make compliance easier,
and allow them to spend more time
doing what they do best—running their
businesses and creating jobs.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representatives
DELGADO and VAN DUYNE for working
in a bipartisan manner to advance this
bill to assist small businesses across
the country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bipartisan bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4877, the One Stop Shop for Small Busi-
ness Compliance Act of 2021.

Federal agencies are required to pub-
lish small business compliance guides
for certain regulations. Presently,
these guides are housed in different
agency websites making it difficult for
small businesses to find and utilize.

This bipartisan legislation will cre-
ate a one-stop-shop that will make it
easier for small businesses to comply
with Federal regulations. This bill will
also require the centralized website to
list contact information for the appro-
priate agency staff who could provide
regulatory assistance to small busi-
nesses.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. DELGADO)
and the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
VAN DUYNE) for working in tandem to
bring this issue to the forefront.

H.R. 4877 passed out of committee by
a voice vote and similar language
passed the House floor in the 116th
Congress. I encourage all Members to
support this legislation.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time. B

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. DELGADO).

Mr. DELGADO. Mr. Speaker, we all
know that the past couple of years
have been difficult on small businesses.
COVID-19 upended life as we knew it.
While America is turning a corner from
the perspective of public health, the
pandemic’s aftershocks are still raising
costs, scrambling supply chains, and
disrupting labor markets.

That is what I heard from folks in
Cooperstown last month when I invited
the SBA administrator to tour Main
Street with me. That is what I heard a
few days ago when I visited small busi-
nesses in Tannersville in Greene Coun-
ty. That is what I regularly hear from
small businessowners at my townhall
meetings across the district. That is
why Congress should be doing every-
thing it can to reduce burdens on small
business owners. That is what my bi-
partisan bill, the One Stop Shop for
Small Business Compliance Act, would
do.

In 1996, Congress passed a law requir-
ing Federal agencies to publish easy-
to-use regulation compliance guides for
small businesses; a good idea that was
poorly implemented.

The problem is, these guides are
housed on different agency websites,
making it difficult for small businesses
to find and utilize them. If you want to
find something for OSHA, you have to
go to the OSHA website. If you want to
find FTC’s compliance guide, you go
look around at FTC.gov. These guides
are scattered across countless govern-
ment websites.

My bill is simple, it would require
the Small Business Administrator’s Of-
fice of the National Ombudsman to cre-
ate a centralized website that houses
all Federal agency compliance guides
in one place.

By creating a one-stop-shop online,
we make these guides more accessible
for small business owners who often
lack the resources to hire staff to focus
on compliance issues. The platform
would also list contact information for
the appropriate agency staff who could
provide regulatory assistance to small
businesses.

Small businesses are essential ele-
ments of the economic and social fab-
ric of upstate New York. I am proud to
cosponsor this legislation which will
make it easier, not harder, for folks
back home to run their businesses and
access resources from the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congresswoman
BETH VAN DUYNE for her partnership on
this bipartisan, commonsense legisla-
tion. I thank Chairwoman VELAZQUEZ
and Ranking Member LUETKEMEYER for
their support, and I urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker,
in closing, having the rules of the road
clearly and succinctly in one location
for all small business owners is instru-
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mental. The One Stop Shop for Small
Business Compliance Act of 2021 will
ensure this occurs at the SBA.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Chair for
advancing this legislation that better
informs the Nation’s small businesses,
and I urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, in
closing, small employers have experi-
enced great hardships throughout the
pandemic, but today we have the op-
portunity to make it easier, not hard-
er, to comply with Federal regulations.

The ombudsman’s centralized website
will streamline the compliance process
for small businesses and ensure they
have the most accurate and updated in-
formation.

I thank the committee members for
their diligence in advancing this piece
of legislation. I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘yes’’, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4877.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
[ 1500

SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCACY
IMPROVEMENTS ACT OF 2022

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 6454) to clarify the primary
functions and duties of the Office of
Advocacy of the Small Business Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6454

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Small Busi-
ness Advocacy Improvements Act of 2022"".
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO PRIMARY FUNCTIONS

AND DUTIES OF THE OFFICE OF AD-
VOCACY OF THE SMALL BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION.

(a) PRIMARY FUNCTIONS.—Section 202 of
Public Law 94-305 (15 U.S.C. 634b) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘and the
international economy”’ after ‘‘economy’’;

(2) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘com-
plete” and inserting ‘‘compete’’; and

(3) in paragraph (12), by striking ‘‘serviced-
disabled” and inserting ‘‘service-disabled’’.

(b) DUTIES.—Section 203(a) of Public Law
94-305 (15 U.S.C. 634c) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (6), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(T represent the views and interests of
small businesses before foreign governments
and international entities for the purpose of
contributing to regulatory and trade initia-
tives which may affect small businesses.”.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ) and the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. LUETKE-
MEYER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

. GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 6454, the Small Business Advo-
cacy Improvements Act of 2022.

Established in 1976, SBA’s Office of
Advocacy is the independent voice for
small businesses within the Federal
Government. The office oversees the
enforcement of the Regulatory Flexi-
bility Act and is a source for statistics
and research on matters pertaining to
small businesses. Over the years, the
Office of Advocacy’s responsibilities
have expanded, and participation in
international regulatory cooperation
and trade initiatives that impact small
businesses is becoming increasingly
important.

H.R. 6454 makes it clear that the Of-
fice of Advocacy has the authority to
examine international economic data
and represent small businesses in inter-
national discussions, particularly in
trade negotiations.

I thank the ranking member and Mr.
CARTER for their bipartisan work on
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6454, the Small Business Advocacy Im-
provements Act of 2022.

The Nation’s regulatory environment
directly impacts small businesses and
America’s entrepreneurs. With limited
resources and staff, small business
owners are often wearing many hats
throughout the entire workday, includ-
ing ensuring compliance with all Fed-
eral regulations. Now more than ever,
small businesses, entrepreneurs, and
startups need a strong advocate in
Washington supporting them when it
comes to regulations.

My bill, which was favorably re-
ported out of committee by a voice
vote, will improve and enhance the Of-
fice of Advocacy. H.R. 6454 will ensure
the office is able to speak on inter-
national and trade matters.

In addition to passing out of com-
mittee earlier this year, this legisla-
tion also passed the House floor by
voice vote in the 116th Congress. Con-
gress has the ability to structurally en-
hance an executive branch office that



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-04-27T07:59:18-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




